



<Date>



<Name>
<Address 1>
<Address 2>
<SUBURB>   <STATE>   <POSTCODE>



Dear <Name>

RE: Including social workers as recognised providers for (FUND NAME)

I am writing to you in relation to the inclusion of Accredited Mental Health Social Workers (AMHSWs) as recognised allied health professionals to provide mental health services through (FUND NAME).

AMHSWs provide highly valued services that are a vital part in the delivery of mental health services in Australia for children, adults and families.  AMHSWs are regulated private practitioners who hold Medicare Provider Numbers and are eligible for rebates from Medicare for clinical mental health services, such as the Australian Government’s Better Access to Mental Health Care program.

In addition, since last year, private health fund Teachers Health Fund and its sub-brands, UniHealth Insurance and Nurses and Midwives Health, announced they would provide their 300,000 Top Extras Cover members with access to services provided by Accredited Mental Health Social Workers as a private health insurance benefit.

AMHSWs are members of the Australian Association of Social Workers and meet the highest standards in professional recognition. They are subject to the same accreditation requirements as both their registered and unregistered allied health counterparts, such as psychologists and speech pathologists, in adhering to professional and ethical standards, maintaining continuing professional development and engaging in professional supervision.

[bookmark: _GoBack]To achieve AMHSW accreditation, social workers must be able to demonstrate: appropriate use of evidence-based interventions; integrating concepts of recovery into practice; utilising a psychosocial assessment and formulation addressing physical, psychological and social aspects of the person and their situation; and basing interventions on the best evidence available.   

I encourage you to strongly consider the inclusion of Accredited Mental Health Social Workers through (FUND NAME).

Yours sincerely



<Name>
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